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The 14th International Mass Spectrometry Conference
was held August 25–29, 1997 in Tampere, Finland. The
National Organizing Committee was presided over by
Professor Herman Adlercreutz, University of Helsinki,
and chaired by Dr. Antti Hesso, Finnish Institute of
Occupational Health. This series of conferences began
in 1958, when five nations were represented in London.
Representatives of 37 nations constituted the Interna-
tional Scientific Committee that arranged the 14th Con-
ference.
Close to 1000 attendees heard 695 papers covering all
areas of mass spectrometry during the weeklong meet-
ing. The scientific program committee was chaired by
Professor Jorma Jalonen. Following the format of pre-
vious meetings in this series, plenary and keynote oral
presentations took the form of overviews of fields or
subfields. The speakers succeeded admirably in provid-
ing the audience with coherent perspectives on their
topics. The program was arranged to cover the whole
field of mass spectrometry, including inorganic, isotope
ratio, materials, and elemental mass spectrometry, in
addition to the more common fields of instrumentation,
organic, and biological mass spectrometry. Following
tradition, written forms of these talks will be gathered
in Advances in Mass Spectrometry, Vol. 14, which will be
published early in 1998 by Elsevier Science B. V. In
addition, a fully-indexed CD-ROM will include all 695
presentations, poster and oral. The meeting was char-
acterized by high quality poster presentations, excellent
attendance at all sessions, and lively discussion.
Three scientists were awarded the Thomson Medal
for “achievement in and service to international mass
spectrometry.” The Thomson Medal is awarded at each
International Conference and these awards, in the cen-
tennial year of Thomson’s discovery of the electron,
were especially significant. The gold medals were
awarded to Professor M. T. Bowers, University of
California at Santa Barbara, Professor D. E. Games,
University of Wales, Swansea, and Professor J. F. J.
Todd, University of Kent, Canterbury. Professor Mike
Bowers was recognized for his work on ionic equilibria,
the theory of ion/molecule reactions, and his recent
development of high resolution ion mobility measure-
ments and their applications to characterize ionic clus-
ters and biological compounds. Professor Di Games
was recognized for his pioneering work in combining
mass spectrometry with various forms of chromatogra-
phy, including gas chromatography, liquid chromatog-
raphy, and especially supercritical fluid chromatogra-
phy. Professor John Todd received his Thomson Medal
for contributions to ion trap technology. Professor Todd
has been a major force behind the recent emergence of
this type of mass spectrometer as a widely used com-
mercial instrument. The Thomson Medal was first given
in 1985 and has been awarded to the following scien-
tists: J. H. Beynon, K. Biemann, C. Brunne´e, R. G. Cooks,
C. Djerassi, K. R. Jennings, H. Matsuda, F. W. McLaf-
ferty, N. M. M. Nibbering, A. O. C. Nier, and H.
Schwarz.
The Curt Brunne´e Award, for achievements in in-
strumentation by a scientist under 45 years of age, was
made to Professor M. Guilhaus, University of New
South Wales, Sydney, for his work in orthogonal time-
of-flight mass spectrometry. The only previous winner
is Dr. G. Brenton, in 1994. This award, in the amount of
$25,000, is sponsored by Finnigan Corporation. Best
Student Paper Awards, for publications in the Interna-
tional Journal of Mass Spectrometry and Ion Processes,
were presented by Elsevier Science to Andreas Ehbre-
cht, Max Plank-Institute fur Stro¨mungsforschung, Go¨t-
tingen, Germany, and to Reimund Alheit, Institut fur
Physik, Universita¨t Mainz, Germany.
A feature of the Conference was a large exhibition
with 23 exhibitors. These included manufacturers of
mass spectrometers, suppliers of auxilliary equipment,
and publishers. There is great value in being able to
examine new instrumentation at the same conference at
which fundamentals of the subject are presented.
At the Budapest Conference in 1994, the decision was
made to proceed towards formation of an International
Mass Spectrometry Society. This society was formally
constituted at the Tampere Conference. Its officers are
as follows: President, R. Graham Cooks; Vice President,
Emilio Gelpi; Treasurer, Nico Nibbering; Secretary,
John MacLeod; Regional Representatives, A. Ashcroft,
M. Eberlin, and Y. Nakagawa. Thirty six nations are
represented. The society is in the process of being
legally registered in The Netherlands. The Society’s
web address is http://www.chem.purdue.edu/imss/.
Comments are welcome.
The 15th International Mass Spectrometry Confer-
ence, to be chaired by Professor E. Gelpi, will be held in
Barcelona, Spain, August 27–September 1, 2000.
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